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The farmer remains at the heart of the 
collection, processing and management of 
agricultural data. 

Digital farming represents an 
unprecedented opportunity to create 
value and business opportunities by 
applying data-driven solutions:

 

 

 

 

in.

Introduction
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Transparency and 
responsibility are key to gaining trust.  

The EU code of conduct on agricultural 
data sharing will look at general principles 
for sharing agricultural data from farm 
to farm products within the agro-food 
chain. It constitutes a joint effort from 
signatory organisations to shed greater 
light on contractual relations and provide 
guidance on the use of agricultural data. 

Protection Regulation.

Compliance with the code of 
conduct is voluntary. The signatories 
therefore encourage all parties involved in 
the agri-food chain to conform according 
to these jointly agreed principles. 
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 Software Application: 

 Pseudonymization

1

 Data
originator

• Personal data1

1 GDPR Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council from 27th April 2016

• Anonymised Data:

2

• Publicly available Data: 

3

• Raw Data

• Metadata:

• Primary Data:

• Aggregated Data:

2 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council from 27th April 2016
3 

Definitions
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originator

• Agricultural data: Data related to 

 Big Data: 

(Source: Irish Farmers’ Association, February 2018)

 Data originator (sometimes referred as 
“owner”):

 Data provider

 Data sharing:

 Third party:
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 Data user:

originator. 

 Controller:

 Processor:

 Processing:

4.

 Data storage: 

 Data portal: 

4 According to GDPR

5.

 Data Platform:  

 Decision Support Information: 

5 

 
Sourcing & 

 
Production

 

& Targeting



8 98

 Attribution of the underlying 
rights to derive data (Also 
referenced as data ownership) 

The right to 
determine who can access and use the 
data is attributed to this operator. 

For instance, the rights regarding data 
produced on the farm or during farming 
operations are granted to (“owned by”) 
the farmer and may be used extensively by 
them. 

The contract should acknowledge the 
right of all parties to protect sensitive 
information 

originator. 

This Code recognises the data originator’s 
right, whether they are a farmer or 
another party, to benefit from and/or be 
compensated for the use of data created 
as part of their activity. 

 

 

 

EU Code of conduct on 
agricultural data sharing by 
contractual agreement
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originator

 

 Data access, control and 
portability

data originator has granted their explicit, 
express and informed permission via 
contractual arrangement. 

the data should 
be subject to pseudonymisation.6 

6  According to Art 4 of the Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data 
Protection Regulation)

Data must be collected and used for the 
specific purpose agreed in the contract. 

 

Unless otherwise agreed in the contract, 
the data originator has the right to 
transmit this data to another data user. If 

Furthermore, originators should be in 
no way restricted should they wish to use 
their data in other systems/platforms/
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data storage facilities 

This should be done without 
compromising restricted access to 
machine data or sensitive data

 Data  protection  and 
transparency 

Contracts must not be amended without 
the prior consent of the data originator. If 
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 Privacy and security 

If the data is being used to make decisions 
about the data originator “as a natural 
person” the GDPR applies. 

7

8. 

ing 

7 
8 Processing of personal data related to the originator or the origina

regulations (e.g. GDPR)

GDPR.

9. 

9 



12 1312

 Liability  and  intellectual 
property  rights
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 Different types of data in 
the agro-food sector*

 Agricultural data

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Annexes

“Protecting trade secrets, 
intellectual property 
rights and protecting 
against tampering are the 
main reasons as to why 
information is not shared 
and why even business 
partners in joint projects 
are not permitted to 
receive data.”
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 CASE STUDIES 
 Case study 1: Precision feeding 
programme

 Case study 2: Pest alert system 
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 Case study 3: Illness forecasting 
system for dairy-cows

 Case study 4: producing potatoes 
using an agricultural contractor
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 Regulatory framework
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%3A32016R0679 
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Data Originator

Data Provider

Data User

Third Party

Data exchange
Task downstream
Contract (including bundling 
for chain consent)

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION CHAIN

PRIMARY ARABLE PRODUCTION

POTATO
PROCESSOR AGRONOMIST

LANDOWNER

CONTRACTOR

AUTHORITIES
FARM DATA
PROVIDER

(WATER-SOIL-
WEATHER)

SERVICE
PROVIDER

OTHER INPUT
PROVIDER

EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDER

SUPPLIERS, 
DEALERS...

OPERATOR

SOFTWARE 
PROVIDER

SOFTWARE 
PROVIDER

EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDER

SUPPLIERS, 
DEALERS...

APPLICATION 
BUILDER

APPLICATION 
BUILDER

FARMER
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  Main legal principles in  order 

 to have a balanced contract - 

 Contract check list for agricultural data
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Main legal principles in order

to have a balanced contract -

Contract check list for agricultural data
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This document contains non-binding guidelines and is not 
to be used as a legal document. Legal documents fall solely 
under the jurisdiction of the EU and national decision makers. 
That said, the document will make reference to relevant 
EU legislation, such as Competition Law, General Data 
Protection Regulation, IP, etc. For additional information 
please consult annex iii). These recommendations shall not 
apply to the performance of a task carried out in the public 
interest or to exercising a request to supply information 
based on an obligation stipulated by law.

The signatories of the code are in no way responsible or 
liable for any damages that may occur resulting from 
the use this code. Please be aware that the definitions 
contained in this document should apply only to the 
EU code of conduct on agricultural data sharing.  

Nevertheless, any party may reuse the definitions 
provided in the glossary of this document, if they find 
them useful. 

A special thank you to the European Commission 
for their assistance provided.  This guide has been 
inspired by the Conduct code DATA USE Arable Farming 
“Brancheorganisatie akkerbouw”. Copyright © 2018 
Copa-Cogeca, CEMA, Fertilizers Europe, CEETTAR, CEJA, 
ECPA, EFFAB, FEFAC, ESA. All rights reserved without 
limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no 
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise), without the prior 
written permission of all the copyright owners.

• Developed by

COPA AND COGECA Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of 
farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, they ensure 
that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, 
guaranteeing food security to half a billion people throughout 
Europe. Copa represents over 13 million farmers and their 
families whilst Cogeca represents the interests of 22,000 
agricultural cooperatives. They have 66 member organisations 
from the EU member states. 
www.copa-cogeca.eu

CEMA aisbl is the association representing the European 
agricultural machinery industry. With 11 national member 
associations, the CEMA network represents both large 
multinational companies and numerous European SMEs active 
in this sector. CEMA comprises about 7,000 manufacturers, 
producing more than 450 different types of machines with an 
annual turnover of about EUR 40 billion (EU28 - 2016) and 
150,000 direct employees. CEMA companies produce a large 
range of machines that cover any activity in the field from seeding 
to harvesting as well as equipment for livestock management.

CEETTAR The European Organisation of Agricultural, Rural and 
Forestry Contractors (CEETTAR), created in 1961, represents 
150,000 independent enterprises and 600,000 employees, 
affiliated to 19 national organisations in 17 Member States.
www.ceettar.eu

ESA - European Seed Association is the voice of the European 
seed industry, representing the interests of those active in 
research, breeding, production and marketing of seeds of 
agricultural, horticultural and ornamental plant species. Today, 
ESA has more than 35 national member associations, from EU 
Members States and beyond, representing several thousand seed 
businesses, as well as more than 70 direct company members, 
including from seed related industries.

Fertilizers Europe represents the majority of fertilizer 
producers in Europe and is recognized as the dedicated industry 
source of information on mineral fertilizers. The association 
communicates with a wide variety of institutions, legislators, 
stakeholders and members of the public who seek information 
on fertilizer technology and topics relating to today’s agricultural, 
environmental and economic challenges. 

FEFAC, the European Compound Feed Manufacturers’ 
Federation, represents 23 national Associations in 23 EU 
Member States as well as Associations in Switzerland, Turkey, 
Serbia, Russia and Norway with observer/associate member 

status. The European compound feed industry employs over 
100,000 persons on app. 3,500 production sites often in rural 
areas, which offer few employment opportunities.

ECPA represents the crop protection industry in Europe; 
innovative and science-based, our solutions keep crops healthy 
and contribute to providing Europeans with a safe, affordable, 
healthy, and sustainable food supply. We promote modern 
farming practices and champion the use of crop protection 
technology important for the sustainable intensification of 
agriculture. Our awareness raising and stewardship activities 
further the safe and sustainable use of pesticides in Europe, 
encouraging management practices that safeguard harvests, 
human health, and the environment.

EFFAB The European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders is 
the association of the animal breeding and reproduction 
organisations in Europe

CEJA The European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA) represents 
the interests of young farmers to the EU institutions and other 
stakeholders. Now in its 60th year, CEJA’s membership is 
composed of 31 national organisations and around 2 million 
young farmers from across Europe. sed by
CLIMMAR Centre de Liaison International des Marchands de 
Machines Agricoles et des Reperateurs

Climmar has 16 national associated members; in total representing 
20.000 dealers of agricultural machinery and equipment with 
160.000 employees representing €50 billion turnover in Europe. 
Climmar focusses on 

• Exchange of best practices between countries

• Lobby and Cooperation with European stakeholders on dealer-
contracts, smart farming, recruitment of mecanics, education

• Execute tools as Dealer Satisfaction Index, Climmar Index

AnimalhealthEurope represents twelve of Europe’s leading 
manufacturers of animal medicines and twenty national 
associations. Covering 90% of the European Market, the animal 
health industry enables more than 293,000 direct and indirect 
jobs (incl. veterinarians), and ensures the health of over a billion 
animals in Europe - both livestock and companion animals -while 
providing solutions for 10 million livestock farmers and 80 million 
pet-owning households across Europe.


