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European farmers and livestock Producers raise concerns on production standards
and demand reassessment of EU-Mercosur trade deal

Brussels, Belgium — 06 November 2024

European agricultural organisations are calling on EU policymakers to reconsider the EU-Mercosur
trade agreement following Brazil's recent suspension of beef exports from female cattle. The latest
EU audit! reveals Brazil's persistent issues in meeting European food safety standards, particularly
regarding the tracking of banned hormones.

DG SANTE's audit highlighted significant gaps in Brazil's ability to trace hormone use in its cattle
exports to the EU, particularly estradiol 173, a growth hormone widely used in Brazil but banned in
the EU for over 40 years due to its potential cancer risks. Despite these findings, the EU Commission
has allowed Brazilian authorities to implement a "self-ban" until they can guarantee hormone-free
beef exports to Europe. This decision has raised serious concerns about the adequacy of oversight
and the reliability of Brazil's self-regulation, especially considering the recent "Carne Fraca" scandal
which exposed severe regulatory failures in the Brazilian meat industry.

Furthermore, for arable crops, the recurring difficulties in Brazil with restricting the use of hazardous
plant protection products and the increasing differences in terms of phytosanitary standards
between Brazil and in the EU, makes the situation unsustainable and unacceptable for EU farmers.
For example, a forthcoming CEPM study shows that 52% of the active substances authorized for use
on maize in Brazil and Argentina had been banned in the EU, some of them, such as atrazine, for
over 15 years!

As far as sugar beet is concerned, it is around 30 active substances authorized in sugar cane in Brazil
but no longer authorized for use in sugar beet in the EU. These differences cannot be explained only
by different conditions such as climate, soil, or mitigation measures. An active substance considered
dangerous for health or for the environment in the EU should also be considered dangerous in
Mercosur countries.

European farmers are alarmed by the potential risks of increasing imports from Brazil under the EU-
Mercosur agreement as this will undermine the stringent EU standards for animal welfare,
environmental protection, and consumer health.

Allowing access to the European market for products that fail to meet these established standards
would be a disservice to EU producers and consumers alike.

We urge EU policymakers to reject this agreement in its current form and to champion a trade policy
that upholds the rigorous standards of our agricultural sector and reflects European values, as
underscored in the Strategic Dialogue on the Future of Agriculture.

-ENDS-

1 https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/audit-report/details/4804
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On behalf of the following associations:

AVEC - Association of Poultry Processors and Poultry Trade in the EU countries

CEFS — European Association of Sugar Manufacturers

CEPM - European Confederation of Maize Production

CIBE - International Confederation of European Beet Growers

COPA-COGECA - The united voice of farmers and their cooperatives in the European Union
EUWEP - European Union of Wholesale with Eggs, Egg Products, Poultry and Game

SELMA - Sustainable European Livestock & Meat Association

For further information, please contact :

Birthe Steenberg - Secretary General AVECIELPHAIEPB +32 492 10 75 71 bs@avec-poultry.eu

Catherine Jaworowska- Communications & Social Affairs Officer CEFS +32 2 774 51 07
catherine.jaworowska@cefs.org

Arthur Boy - Policy Advisor for economic affairs CEPM +33 6 79 05 78 31 arthur.boy@agpm.com
Elisabeth Lacoste — Director CIBE +32 2 50 46 091 elisabeth.lacoste@cibe-europe.eu

Ksenija Simovic - Senior Policy Advisor COPA-COGECA +32 473 66 30 71 ksenija.simovic@copa-cogeca.eu
Clara Hagen - Secretary General EUWEP +31 30 637 8844 Clara.Hagen@euwep.org

Baptiste Pruvost - Policy Office SELMA - +33 6 76 72 91 95 contact@selma-association.com
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