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Press Release
European Parliament adopts the Wine Package: An important step for the sector, yet challenges remain
Yesterday, the European Parliament adopted the trilogue agreement on the Wine Package during its plenary session, marking a critical step towards supporting a sector facing a deep crisis. Copa and Cogeca welcome prompt action from EU institutions. The final text, as amended by the co-legislators, represents a significant improvement over the initial proposal; however, several key recommendations of the High-level Group remain unaddressed.
The adopted wine package includes a set of measures aimed at supporting the sector’s recovery from the current crisis. New rules on replanting authorisations, increased co-financing for climate-change-related investments, the possibility to limit new planting authorisations in regions under pressure, and the possibility for Member States to directly finance crisis measures are all positive developments. Together, these measures will help better restructure the EU wine supply in a changing global landscape. 
Copa and Cogeca also note positive changes to the commercial segment of the wine sector. The designation ‘reduced alcohol’, along with the exclusion from mandatory labelling requirements for wines destined for export to non-EU Countries, will facilitate market access for these wines.
Yet the package falls short of fully addressing the sector’s needs. Copa and Cogeca regret that several key recommendations from the High-Level Group on Wine Policy, endorsed by stakeholders across the value chain, were not incorporated into the final text. Notably absent are provisions allowing the carrying-over of unspent wine funds to the following year, the non-extension to cooperatives composed of SMEs of the highest co-financing rates as individual SMEs, and lacks a sufficiently ambitious approach to promotion in third-country markets. It is also crucial to quickly find a normative solution for non-dealcoholised wines with a low alcoholic strength, a market segment that is growing its appeal.
“To secure the future of our sector, we must go further, building on these positive measures beyond the current CAP period and avoiding any regression that could undermine the sector’s recovery. We must also integrate the High-Level Group’s unaddressed recommendations into in upcoming regulatory revisions, to guarantee European winegrowers a truly adequate and lasting support. This is about defending Europe’s cultural legacy and the livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of winegrowers, workers, and cooperatives across the continent” said Luca Rigotti, Chair of the Copa and Cogeca’s wine working party.
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu
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