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Press Release
EU Livestock & Protein Strategies: Will the Commission deliver before time runs out?
Today, the European Commission presented its long-awaited Livestock Strategy and Protein Plan, two flagship communications announced in the Vision for Agriculture and Food. Copa and Cogeca welcome the renewed political recognition of the strategic role of European livestock and protein production. However, with the current Commission already approaching the midpoint of its mandate, the organisations warn that too many elements remain little more than statements of intent or lack the operational and technical clarity needed for effective implementation.
The two Communications primarily mark an important shift in tone. After years in which livestock was too often portrayed as part of the problem, the Commission now recognises its contribution to food security, rural vitality, the circular economy, and the production of high-quality proteins and renewable energy. 
The Commission also acknowledges the risks associated with the decapitalisation of the European livestock herd, the importance of nutrient circularity, the valorisation of manure and animal by-products, and the need to address permitting procedures and the Nitrates Directive. These are all issues that the farming sector has been calling for over many years. 
Similarly, the Protein Strategy rightly identifies the need to strengthen the European Union's strategic autonomy by reducing its dependence on imported protein feed, based on targets that appear realistic and achievable by 2035. The recognition of the role played by European farmers in developing sustainable protein production and the objective of diversifying protein sources are important steps forward. 
However, both Communications remain heavily focused on assessments, monitoring and benchmarking, while even a careful reading of the annexes makes it difficult to identify concrete actions or measures that would deliver tangible relief for farmers on the ground. 
For instance, the Livestock Strategy includes references to manure valorisation and the risk of livestock farm decapitalisation, but does not propose clear actions to address these challenges. The Protein Plan recognises the role of biofuels and carbon farming but fails to clarify whether flexibility will be given for the 7 % cap on crop-based biofuels. On research, the Communication lacks a robust, coordinated strategy, with no long term centralised and rationalised programme to guide innovation in protein crops, relying instead on a fragmented and discontinuous set of Horizon Europe projects.  
The Livestock Strategy becomes considerably more precise when it comes to animal welfare. The announced phase-out of cages, with legislative proposals expected by the end of 2026 for laying hens and broilers and by 2027 for the pig sector, is arguably one of the few truly concrete actions contained in the Strategy. Yet while the Commission acknowledges the substantial investment costs associated with these transitions, it fails to provide a credible roadmap for financing them. Farmers are once again presented with future obligations, while support remains limited to references to a "potential dedicated financial instrument for the livestock sector" and other possible financing options. Copa and Cogeca would have expected a clear investment plan, backed by concrete funding commitments and a realistic timeline, rather than further promises to explore solutions later.
At this stage, it is difficult to provide a definitive assessment of these two Communications. Whether they prove to be genuinely strategic will ultimately depend on how they are translated into concrete action and how they connect with the ongoing discussions on the CAP and the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), where adequate and common support for the sector across the EU is significantly undermined. 
For Copa and Cogeca, this ambition can only be realised if it is accompanied by concrete legislative and financial measures. These should include, among other priorities, a legislative initiative to simplify permitting procedures for agricultural projects as part of a broader review of the EU nature legislation framework; a pragmatic revision of the Nitrates Directive; an ambitious and adequately funded Common Agricultural Policy, including coupled support where appropriate; a coherent trade policy that effectively protects the agricultural sector; a genuine long-term strategy for research and innovation in plant protein production; and dedicated resources to promote European agricultural products at a time when significant cuts to the EU promotion policy budget are in the pipeline. 
We are now almost halfway through the mandate of this European Commission. Given the time required for deliberation within the EU institutions, it is high time to move from the stage of intentions to that of action, if we are to see the first common-sense measures delivered before the end of this term.  
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, Copa and Cogeca ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu

For further information, please contact
	Bruno Menne
Director of Commodities
bruno.menne@copa-cogeca.eu
	Jean-Baptiste Boucher
Communication Director
+32 474 84 08 36
jean-baptiste.boucher@copa-cogeca.eu




Press Release Mailing List
Unsubscribe
Subscribe

[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

image2.png
copa*cogeca

european farmers european agri-cooperatives




image1.png




