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Opinion Piece
Under mounting pressure, Europe is approaching a defining moment: will it make the right strategic choices for its agriculture?
As political work resumes in Brussels, we believe it would be an understatement to say that morale across Europe’s farming community is anything but high. Another summer of extreme weather, drought and wildfires has added pressure to already difficult market conditions in many Member States. Fertiliser and energy costs remain a concern, with farm finances already running dry, while wars, trade tensions, intensifying global competition and climate shocks are darkening both the immediate and longer-term outlook.
It is against this backdrop that some of the most consequential agricultural policy decisions of the second von der Leyen Commission will be shaped in the months ahead. Yet, as European officials return to work, the political process for agriculture at EU level has rarely been so unclear.
At a time when food is increasingly used as a strategic weapon and global powers are strengthening their agricultural sectors in the name of autonomy, resilience and food security, Europe is clearly moving in the opposite direction; not in its rhetoric, of course, but in its day-to-day actions. This matter of fact becomes even harder to understand once we look beyond the EU’s borders.
The United States has explicitly elevated agriculture to the level of national security, with its 2025 National Farm Security Action Plan built around a simple message: food security is national security. China has long pursued policies designed to keep its “rice bowl” firmly in its own hands. Russia, an increasingly significant security threat to the EU, has also made self-sufficiency in staple foods a strategic objective. Whatever one thinks of these approaches, the message is unmistakable: in the new geopolitical context we have entered, agriculture is increasingly seen as an asset, not a liability.
This autumn, two processes will mainly shape almost every other agricultural policy decision: negotiations on the future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and on the EU’s next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). And the least we can say when carefully reviewing the Commission’s proposals, particularly the significant proposed cuts to the CAP budget and its dilution into National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs), is that Europe risks weakening its historical agri-food asset.
A CAP stripped of resources, deprived of its strategic two-pillar structure and destabilised in its commonality puts at risk the very objectives set out in the EU Treaties themselves: ensuring a fair standard of living for farmers, stabilising markets, securing supplies and ensuring that consumers have access to food at reasonable prices.
The CAP, as envisioned by the von der Leyen Commission, equally overlooks agriculture’s crucial role in guaranteeing territorial cohesion, sustaining rural economies and driving growth. Farmers are not only food producers; we contribute to Europe’s security and resilience in every sense of those words. The recent outbreaks of fire, where we have stood shoulder to shoulder with firefighters, devoting countless hours and confronting the flames with our own equipment, were another clear reminder of this fact. We do far more than feed Europe: we are the everyday guardians of our rural landscapes.
We recall the rightful words that Commissioner Hansen told the European Parliament in July 2025 after visiting Finland: “farmers contribute to the EU’s line of defence.”
Agriculture is also a source of European power. We are the foundation of a European agri-food value chain generating more than €1 trillion in gross value added. Let us remind ourselves here that the Union can count on 9.1 million farms employing 8.7 million people, while more than 23,000 agricultural cooperatives employ over 607,000 people and form a key pillar of the agri-food value chain. It is therefore not a marginal sector to be managed around the edges of Europe’s competitiveness and growth agenda; it is part of that agenda.
Beyond these strategic concerns, the Commission’s July 2025 proposals have created a new and potentially highly problematic governance structure for agriculture. With CAP instruments increasingly integrated into the NRPPs, decisions that have traditionally been shaped through the agricultural policy process are becoming part of broader MFF negotiations, where EU affairs and finance ministers will inevitably have greater influence. We honestly struggle to imagine a future where decisions on the Common Market Organisation (CMO), including sectoral interventions and highly technical agricultural instruments, are shaped primarily by negotiations led by finance and EU affairs ministers.
And what could happen at the implementation stage, when national decisions on CAP instruments become subject to competition between ministries and regions for funding and influence? The risk is clear. Under intense political and time pressure, decisions could be driven less by the economic and agronomic realities of European agriculture than by political trade-offs, national calculations and compromises unrelated to the needs of the sector. Never has the CAP been so close to losing its most important letter: the “C” of Common.
We want to be very clear here: this would be a loss not only for European farmers and agri-cooperatives, but for the European project itself and its future. After the European Coal and Steel Community, will the CAP ultimately suffer the same fate? What a symbol would that send about one of the EU’s most advanced examples of common action? Clearly, before seeking to “communalise” new areas of European action, perhaps Europe should first protect and strengthen the policies where acting together has already demonstrated its value.
The stakes are particularly high as EU leaders are accelerating MFF negotiations ahead of a decisive electoral cycle in 2027, when around 60% of all EU citizens will be called to vote. In this electoral context, we cannot avoid asking ourselves: What a politically damaging message are EU leaders sending to farmers, rural communities and, ultimately, consumers?
Citizens are already telling us what matters. The latest European Parliament Eurobarometer shows that inflation, rising prices and the cost of living are the top priority for 47% of Europeans, six points higher than in autumn 2025. This should be a wake-up call. Food prices are an essential part of the cost-of-living debate. Affordable food does not come from weakening Europe’s capacity to produce it. It comes from ensuring that a competitive, productive and resilient European agriculture remains at the heart of Europe’s priorities.
We do not need another collection of short-term fixes, ad hoc initiatives and communication strategies from the Commission. We need a convincing political vision, backed by stable policies and predictable schemes, giving farmers the confidence to invest and innovate. Otherwise, we doubt that we will have the arguments to continue convincing young and motivated people to join our ranks and bridge the generational gap we will face over the coming decade.
The future MFF must recognise food production as a strategic objective intrinsically linked to Europe’s defence, security and competitiveness. The European Competitiveness Fund will also have a role to play in promoting the uptake of innovation (i.e. the use of data and Artificial Intelligence), supporting the large-scale deployment and infrastructure needed for agriculture’s continued transition and resilience. But these instruments must complement, not replace, a strong CAP and a functioning Common Market Organisation.
In October, as European leaders meet for a critical European Council, Europe’s farmers will gather in Stockholm for the Congress of European Farmers to take stock of the situation and set the direction for the action ahead. We will meet that moment of truth with determination, because we know what is at stake. There can be no secure Europe without a strong agricultural sector. And there can be no strong European agriculture without European policies that are fit for purpose.
Massimiliano Giansanti, Copa President
Lennart Nilsson, Cogeca President
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu

For further information: cc.press-service@copa-cogeca.eu
[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

image2.png
copa*cogeca

european farmers european agri-cooperatives




image1.png




