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Press Release
At Cogeca Business Forum, European agri-cooperatives recall that cooperation can deliver for a stronger Europe
130 representatives of European agri-cooperatives have gathered in Spain on 9-10 November for the latest edition of the Presidency Cogeca Business Forum. From Almería, they called on the EU for an enabling policy and investment framework to unleash their potential.
Facing geopolitical uncertainty, market volatility, climate pressures and global competition, the role of agri-cooperatives has never been more vital. By investing in processing, storage, logistics, energy, water management and digital infrastructure, accelerating innovation and strengthening agri-food supply chains, cooperatives are building Europe's capacity to respond. Europe’s agricultural cooperatives are strategic economic actors and assets for Europe's security, competitiveness and growth.
Over two days, cooperative leaders, businesses and institutional stakeholders explored how agri-cooperatives can scale up while safeguarding their identity and member ownership. Discussions underlined the need for a well-functioning Single Market, a level playing field, competition rules that recognise the specificities of agricultural cooperation, and simpler conditions for integration and growth.
As negotiations on the 2028–2034 EU budget enters their decisive phase, Europe must match its ambitions with strategic support: a genuinely Common CAP supporting on-farm and cooperative investment; a CMO strengthening producer organisations and collective action; and a European Competitiveness Fund accessible to agri-cooperatives. These tools must complement one another and provide the long-term certainty the sector needs to invest, as stated by the entire farming and agri-cooperative community in the Stockholm Declaration, published at the 12th Congress of European Farmers on 15 October.
Closing the Business Forum Cogeca President Lennart Nilsson said: “For generations, agricultural cooperatives have enabled farmers to achieve together what they could not achieve alone. By bringing farmers together, pooling resources and investing collectively, agri-cooperatives are powerful catalysts for meeting these challenges and turning Europe's ambitions into reality. Policymakers must seize their full potential and provide an enabling European policy and investment framework allowing them to innovate, scale up and grow. Ultimately, stronger agri-cooperatives mean stronger farmers, more competitive and resilient agri-food value chains, more vibrant rural territories and a Europe that creates opportunities, connects its people and brings its territories together. This is what cooperation can deliver for a stronger Europe.”
→ Read Outcome of the Cogeca Business Forum 2026
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu
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