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Press Release
At IFA’s Farmers’ rally in Dublin, Copa-Cogeca announces next steps in the fight to defend the CAP budget
Hundreds of farmers from across Ireland gathered yesterday morning outside the Convention Centre in Dublin to stand up against proposed cuts to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), as European leaders met for the European Political Community Summit. They were joined by the Presidents of Copa and Cogeca, alongside representatives from Italy, Sweden, the Czech Republic, France and Spain, demonstrating solidarity across Europe's farming community. Speaking from Dublin, Copa and Cogeca also announced the next step in the European agricultural mobilisation: a symbolic march and action in Brussels on 26 November, coinciding with the next European Council meeting.
The rally, organised by the Irish Farmers Association (IFA) and Copa-Cogeca, carried one loud message to Europe's leaders: NO CAP CUTS. This message has been drawn and deployed by farmers all across Ireland, ahead of this Summit, on fields, barns and buildings, to the very northern point of Ireland.
From Copa-Cogeca leaders to IFA representatives taking the floor at the rally, one message was clear: the entire European farming community stands united and fully mobilised at a decisive moment for the future of agriculture. For more than 60 years, the CAP has helped secure food supplies for 450 million Europeans, sustained rural communities across the continent and underpinned Europe's strategic autonomy. The farming sector can no longer be satisfied with words of praise and recognition while the decisions taken by Member States and the European Commission point towards a historic weakening of one of the EU's flagship policies. We need a Common individualised CAP, with a budget adapted to inflation in the more than ever uncertain times to allow our sector to look to the future with confidence. The CAP is a value for Europe and Europe is a value for farmers and agri-cooperatives. 
As negotiations on the 2028–2034 Multiannual Financial Framework enter a decisive phase, Europe's farming community has made it clear that it will step up its mobilisation. Through a teaser video unveiled in Dublin, Copa-Cogeca revealed a rallying message for the next phase of its campaign: “The CAP grows our defence”.
On 26 November, as EU Heads of State and Government gather in Brussels for a Special European Council that will mark a crucial moment in the EU budget negotiations and for the future of European agriculture, Copa-Cogeca will organise its first mobilisation of this new phase: a symbolic march and flash action through the European Quarter of Brussels.
This mobilisation builds on two years of actions and demonstrations across Europe in defence of the CAP and its budget, from the first-ever Copa-Cogeca petition, signed by more than 8,000 organisations, to the 10,000 farmers who took to the streets of Brussels last December, and, more recently, the Stockholm Declaration adopted in October, which issued a united call to action from Europe's farming organisations.
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu
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